designer Charles Neville Associates

builder Custom Steel Boats

Steel-
aluminum
frawler
provides
hybrid
benefits

BY TWAIN BRADEN

he security of a steel
boat is undeniable. And
one that has been
designed as a ship, albeit
a small one, is secure indeed. Carol
Marie is such a vessel. Its deep, hard-
chine steel hull with its high bow,
heavy-duty railing and bridge-like
windows in the pilothouse offer the
sea-keeping attributes and all the
peace of mind of a seagoing tug —
although a very luxurious one.

Carol Marie, designed by Charles
Neville of Centreville, Md., and built
by Custom Steel Boats in Merritt,
N.C., actually began life in the pages
of a book. In the early 1990s, the
classic Vayaging Under Power, by
Robert Beebe, was being revised and
updated by Jim Leishman, co-
founder of the Nordhavn trawler line.
Leishman asked Neville whether hed
contribute a current design. Neville
responded enthusiastically and sub-
mitted drawings for a 39-footer that
hed drawn for a Gulf Coast dlient.
Five years after the release of the

book, Neville said he recalls getting a
phone call from a prospective buyer
whod seen the drawings in the book.
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He heard the words that every yacht
designer has come to expect: “The
design is perfect, but ... ” In other
words, something about the lines of
the vessel inspired the person, but he
wanted to customize the vessel with
personal touches. He also wanted a
slightly larger vessel. The prospective
owner wanted a vessel that would
operate from the Alabama coast with
trips planned to the islands. Neville
was happy to oblige.

After some back and forth, the
boat came out true to its original
shape. Neville said the temptation for
owners to cram all manner of gear on
board often takes over the design
process, requiring considerable new
drawings that press the chines lower
and lower. “It’s a conventional hull
with a nicely balanced shape,” Neville
said. “Its very easy for these boats to

T Carol Marie has the aftributes of a seagoing
tug, albeit a luxurious one. Owners Ralph and
Carol Kimball on the bow just after launch.

L The yacht’s forward angled windows offer
great visibility from its ship-style helm station.

be driven by one feature, whether
huge tankage or some other personal
feature the owner wants. On Carol
Mariewe were pretty good about
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letting the shape dictate the interior
layout for optimal weight distribu-
tion. This boat is very well balanced.
We only had to push the chines
down a few inches, and there’s still a
fair amount of deadrise amidships.”

The other intent of the design was
to make the boat relatively simple to
build. “But I didnt want the shape to
entirely drive that function,” Neville
said. If a metal boat is given too
much of a commercial look, it tends
to look like 2 commercial vessel; in
other words, ugly and tub-like.

“This design, while relatively easy
to build, doesn’t present itself as a
typical slab-sided metal boat,” Neville
said. “A lot of times \
prospective metal
boat owners say they

Alfrd Wood/Qeean Movigater illustrations

commercial look and will even put
the paint on with a roller. But for not
that much extra cost, a metal boat
can look like a yacht. I dont mind
putting the boatyard to a little extra
work to add flare and shape to the
hull, because it makes such a differ-
ence in the overall look. We werent
trying to hide the fact that it’s steel —
you can still see the ribs — but steel
boats ought to look nice, t0o.” The
result is that Carol Marie does, in
fact, look quite nice, and while the
heavy rub rail and guardrails hint

at the ship’s heritage, nothing is

lost in aesthertics.
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2 Furuno Radar

Aux Engine, Propulsion

& Steering:

& b-gylinder John Deere 6081
diesel, AFM 235 hp

2 5-bladed Michigan Wheel
Nibral 32" x 28" prop

4 Aguamet 22 2.5"ss shaft

2 Mathers electronic engine
controls wioven

£ Wagner hydraulic steering

IXFM121-A

Galley:

Bk £ Microwave
Capacities: & Dishwasher
4 Fuel 1,534 gallons

4 Fresh Water 260 gallons

Carol Marie

Designer
Contact (410) 758-1891
Builder
Contact (252) 745-7447
Description  Trawler
Dimensions
Displacement 94,500 Ibs
Navigation & Comms: Electrical:

& Northern Lights 12 kW
generator, model M843NK w/ System

 Centek exhaust

2 Batteries (4) Rolls/Surette 8D

& Charles Transformer Model 93-

2 Marinco shore power outlets

4 Force 10 3-burner stove

& \Vitrifrigo reefer/freezer

~Trash compactor

Charles Neville Associates, Centreville, Md.

Custom Steel Boats, Merritt, N.C..

LOA47'2" IWL42'6" Beam 16'5" Draft (fully loaded) 5'6"

Other:
4 Headhunter Tank Sentry

A McMaster-Carr sight gauges

£ Fireboy MA2 1500 fire-
suppression system

4 Furnstrum keel coolers

4 Three Johnson heavy-duty
bilge pumps

2 Racor fuel filters

2 Headhunter pressure washer

& Nautical Structures Model
1700 deck crane

2 Wesmar fin stabilizers

Aluminum superstructure

For weight savings, Carol Maries
superstructure is aluminum. Neville
said the workability of aluminum is
an added benefit. The slight cost
penalty is made up for, he said, by the
fact that it’s easier to shape. “You can’
totally overcome the weight problem
of building a metal boat — metal is
heavy — but a hybrid hull is a great
way to go,” Neville added.

The hull is fin stabilized with 7.5-
foot Wesmar fins protruding from
the hull at about amidships. On the
delivery from North Carolina,
around Florida to Alabama, the vessel
withstood the pounding and roll of
10-foot seas in relative comfort and
absolute safety. The delivery captain,
a former tug captain who reported
being impressed by the seakeeping
abilities of the new vessel, drew a
rhumb line from Cape Hatteras that
would take them straight to the
southern tip of Florida, which took
them more than 100 miles offshore.
The delivery reportedly went oft
without a hitch.

On deck, the vessel features a
hydraulic windlass with two gypsy

heads and a capstan for line
\dling. The all-chain
(7/16-inch) anchor rode
is secured to a 110-
pound CQR primary
anchor. On the aft deck
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